Clinical impact of incidental diagnosis of disease on non-contrast-enhanced helical CT for acute ureteral colic.
The role of un enhanced helical CT (UHCT) in the evaluation of acute flank pain suggestive of urinary tract calculi is increasingly appreciated in the last few years. Recent studies have identified the advantages of UHCT in recognizing alternative findings within or outside the urinary tract. These incidental diagnoses on UHCT alter a patient's management and demonstrate the pivotal role of UHCT in rapidly triaging these patients for appropriate management. Clinical impact of incidental diagnoses is maximal in identifying alternate emergent conditions mimicking reno-ureteric colic and in identifying malignancies at an early stage when they are potentially curable.